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Randy Martinez and Joe Hernandez are best friends. They met in 1979 and quickly recognized they

had lots in common. They were good students, they enjoyed sports, they were practical jokers, and

they both liked the music of Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band.They were born and raised in

the working class neighborhood of La Puente, a community of about 80,000 located near East Los

Angeles. After graduating from Bassett High School in 1985 and 1986 respectively, they each went

off to different universities.For six years, they hardly saw each other and spoke only on occasion.

They made new friends and joined various social and fraternal organizations. In 1989, Randy

earned his degree and moved to San Francisco. In 1991, Joe earned his degree. To celebrate, they

made plans to travel to Europe together, figuring that such an adventure might allow them to go

back to something they had lost along the way. So, they saved their money, loaded their backpacks,

and headed out.This is a story of two young men yearning for adventure, and finding the truth about

their deep, abiding friendship.
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Spine lettering would've made this slim paperback an even higher recommendation, overcoming

shelving challenges but it still should be considered for its rare story of two young men who met in

1979 near Los Angeles, parted ways during college, and eventually made plans to travel to Europe

together, thinking a shared adventure would help their friendship. This is their story, and Ten Days

To Get To London: A European Backpacking Adventure takes the diary Martinez kept during his

first trip abroad and captures the action and insights for teens and adults.
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